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Earthquakes aT oken of 


_ Gon’s Anger. 


Dac Sie Ste She Site Sue nc oe Gn te nee ee 


JOB IX. vvi 


Which removeth the Mountains, and 


they know not; which overturneth the 


Earth in bis Anger ; which foaketh 
the Earth out of her Place, axd the 
Pillars thereof tremble. 


VHE fhaking of the earth, when it arifes to any 
great degree, is one of the moft awful events 
in all nature. It is attended with danger, 
__- which none can either with{tand,avoid,or make 
their efcape from : And the deftruétion it threatens is 
_fadden, and dreadful, and equally extends to all the 

various ranks, conditions, and ages of men; whether 
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high or low, rich or poor, bond or free, old or young. 
‘ It is therefore an occurrence that is fingularly fitted to 
. {trike the mind with furprize ; and whether we will or 


ho, it alarms our fears, and awakens in us a quick and 
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pungent fenfe of the power and greatnel$ of God. 
‘he moft hardened finners, thofe who have anock?’t at 
fear, and laugh’t at deftruction, are hereby roufed into 
aftonifhment. Even the dumb creatures are affected | 
with a kind of horror, and very fignificantly expre{s 

“at by their dolorous roars, tho’ not modulated inte 
articulate founds. , 

Of this we had a very lively illuftration the laft 
week, when God arofe, and fuddenly awoke us out 
of our fleep, by terribly fhaling the earth. We were 
all thrown into a ftate of trembling. Horror took 
hold of us, and we were afraid of this tremendous 
judgment of God; not knowing but we fhould fink 
down quick into fome deep cavern below, or be buried 
in the ruins of our own habitations, May we never 
forget the diftrefs of that awful morning, and our de- 
liverance out of it! | | 

Tt is with a view to affift both you, and myfelf, in 
making a wife and religious improvement of fo extraor- 
ginary a providence,that I have feleced this text toem- 
ploy our prefent meditations. It obvioufly contains two 
things well worthy of our {pecial notice, namely, 

I. That ’tis GOD who maketh the earth to foake, 
and the pillars thereof to tremble. 3 

If. ‘hat he ordinarily does this in teftimony of his 
righteous anger, | gu &, 

i. Tis GOD who maketh the earth to fbake and 
tremble, | a a ti 8 

And this he does, either by an immediate exertment 

of his almighty power, or by concurring with fuch 
Second caufes as are fitted, in the natural courfe of their 

Operation, to produce fo wonderful an effect. ‘# 
"There may have been miraculous earthquakes, 
earthquakes that took rife from the immediate hand of 
God. ‘The earthquakes which aceompanied J/rael’s 
uh is ete Ketek MS OI. lou alfa 
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paflage thro’ the red fea, and the river Fordan, com- 
memorated by the Pfalmi?, P/falm. 114, might be of 
this fort. The earthquake, which {wallow’d up Co- 
rah and company, recorded Numb. 16. 3o—38, might 
be another inftance of the fame kind. So, when the 
God of L/rael defcended on Sinai, and publifhed his 
law from thence, it might be mtraculoufly, that the 
whole mount quaked greatly, Exod. 19. 18. In allufion 
to this wonderful event the P/almif? fays, Pfal. 68. 7, 
Lhe earth fhook,the heavens alfo dropped at the prefence 
of God: even Sinai itfelf was moved at the prefence 
of God, the God of Ifrael. And of the fame kind fill 
might be the earthquake which happened at the cruci- 
fixion of our Lord, {poken of in that language, Matt. 
29.51. And behold, the vail of the temple was rent 
11 twain, from the top to the bottom ; and the Larth did 
guake, and the rocks rent: And that alfo which was felt 
athis refurre€tion,recorded in thofe words, Matt. 28.2, 
And behold, there was a great earthquake | "Thefe 
earthquakes, ’tis obfervable, were all produced in an 
age of miracles, ata time when the great God, in other 
inftances, exerted his immediate almighty power ; for 
which reafon it may probably eno’ be fuppofed, that 
_thefe alfo were effected by a fupernatural operation. 
_ But more commonly the great God makes ufe of 
Second Caufes in the production of earthquakes; ex 
erting his power, not immediately, but by. concurring 
with thefeCaufes. There are ftores of them, no doubt, 
in the bowels of the earth: But knoweft thou, O man, 
what they are, or how they operate to the produéton : 
of thefe amazing events ? Much has been faid, upon 
the origin of earthquakes, by men of learning ;_ bur, 
after all that yet has been faid, and by the greateft 
_ Philofophers too, perhaps, this work of God may jufily 
be ranked among thofe marvellous ones, which cannot. 
be comprehended ; and in contemplation on which 
; mh se we 
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we may take to ourfelves words, and fay, Behold, 
God is great, and we know him not / "The noife of his 
voice, in the deep caverns of the earth, who can ex- 
plain! That amazing power, which caufes the earth, 
in a circle of hundreds of miles, to quiver and tremble, 
or undulate in waves like thofe of the fea, who can 
underftand:! But tho’ we can’t penetrate into the fecret 
{prings of an extenfive terrible earthquake ; yet we 
have no reafon to think, but that it takes rife from fuf- 
ficient fecond Caufes, in common with the other phee- 
nomena of nature : Only thefe caufes muft always be 
confidered as having the firft Caufe of all things for 
their director and Governor. The fhaking of the 
earth,in every inftance, is bro’t to pafs under the fuper- 
intending guidance, and almighty concurrence, of the 
fupreme regent of nature. Second Caufes may, while 
working in a natural way, produce this effe& ; but 
{till God is more a great deal the caufe of them than 
they. ’Iwas he who at firft eftablifh’d the laws of 
nature, giving to all fecond caufes their refpective 
powers of operation,and affigning to them their feveral 
{pheres of aéting—’T'is he who upholds them all in 
being and operation ; for by him do all things confift, 
—Tis he who concurs with them in their influence, 
fo as that without him they could not aé& at all— 
Tis he who dire&s and governs all their motions and 
{prings of ation; and fo over-rules them, as that 
they fhall exert their force in this, or that place, to _ 
this or that degree, juft as he pleafes, and as may 
beft ferve his defigns in the kingdom of: providence, 

“So that tho’ earthquakes are ordinarily produced, 
in a natural way, by a concurrence of fuitable and 
fufficient fecond cautes; yet it is God who produces" 
them : He is more properly their Cavfe, than any 
fecondary one, or than all fecondary. ones together: 
For they are all his; he made them; he’ upholds 

m them ; : 
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them; he commands them; he controuls and over- 
Fules them: ‘They act by him, and for him ; and can 
do nothing without him. 7 | : 
And tis on fuch accounts as thefe, that the {cripture 
fo frequently fpeaks of Earthquakes as the work of 
‘God ; reprefenting him as that glorious being, who 
Sbaketh the earth, and overturneth the mountains. ‘That 
is the language, in which the pious P/almz/? has taught 
us to {peak of an earthquake, P/falm.60.1, 2,0 God, 
thou haft made the earth to tremble. So, when he 


would defcribe an earthquake, tis in fuch words as 


thofe, Pfalm. 104. 32, He locketh on the earth, and it 
trembleth ; he toucheth the hills, and they fmoke. In 
like manner, holy Fob, {peaking in my text, of earth- 
quakes, carries our tho’ts beyond all /econd Caufes to 
the glorious fr/? Cau/é of all things: Which removeth 
the mountains ; which overturneth them in bis anger ; 
which fhaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars 
thereof tremble. Agreable whereto is that of the pros 
phet, Amos 9. 5, And the Lord of hefts is he that 
toucheth the land, and it fhall melt ; and it fhall rife up 
wholly like a flood; that is, it fhall appear with a 
motion like that of the waves in a flood.—But it would 
be needlefs to enlarge here. You are all, I believe, 
convinced .not only of the being and perfeétions, but 
of the providential government of God ; that his 


throne is prepared in the heavens,and that his kingdom » 


ruleth over all, extending even to the motion of a /pars 
row, and the falling of a Adair from off our heads ; 
much more to thofe violent concuffions in the deep 
caverns of the earth, which make it to tremble. _ 
Only, let me, as the proper improvement of this 
part of “my fubje&t, put you upon attending to this 


truth, and exercifing an affectionate awaken’d faith in | 
it, with refpect to the great event of the other morning, - 
Serioufly carry your tho’ts beyond all /econd wise: 
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and fix’ your eye on God as the fupreme author of the 
dreadful earthquake that then fill’d you with diftrefs ; 
and encourage in your minds the moft lively appre+ 
henfions both of hig power and. goodne/s, which were 

| €minently difplayed at that time, taking care to pay. 
him thofé religious acknowledgments that are his due, 
» There is, perhaps, to work in the kingdom of pre- 


vidence, that ‘renders the great God more awfully. 


glorious, than this of his terribly fhaking the earth 
under us, and our houfes over us. A moft marvellous: 
difplay is hereby made of his almighty power. How 
weak and feeble do all creatures appear in comparifon 
with’ him! If he does but touch the mountains, they 
tremble ; the hills, and ‘they are moved at his pre-| 
fence ! One of the firft tho’ts that arifes in the mind, 
upon the fhock of an earthquake, is that, “« the Lord 


isa mighty God ; what God is there in the heaven,: 


or in the earth, that can do according to his works,and 
according to his might”? Let us, from what we faw, 
and felt,in the late earthquake,entertain in our hearts an 
awakened apprehenfion of hin as clothed with power ; 
and be in a difpofition to fall dowh before him with. 
fach religious acknowledgmentsin our mouths as tkofe; 


‘« ‘Thou art great, O Lord; there is none like thee, 
neither is there any God befides thee : Thou haft. 
a mighty arm,and ftrength is in thy right hand: Thoii, 


art the Lord God omnipotent.” And let us fear to of- 


fend this great and holy Lord Ged, whofe is the pow- . 
er, and the greatnefs,. andthe majefty ; ‘who can do. 
whatfoever he pleafes in heavén,and earth,and all i 


places, and in a moment, at any time, deftroy our Souls 
as well as bodies, and this in Ae» - ) 2 100 


“The goodnefs of God has likewife been wonder=~ 
fully manifefted in this event of providence. To. 
what elfe can it be afcribed, that, when he fo awfully 
thook our houfes, he fo proportion’d the force -* % 
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which he did this,as that they fhould not be fhattered to 
pieces, and bury us in their ruins? How eafy would 
it have been with him to have increafed the zmpetus 


which caufed the earth to fhake, which if he had dene 


but a few degrees more, the effec would inevitably 
have beenour fudden and general deftru@tion? And to 
what can we attribute it,but tohis unmerited goodnels, 
that he thus reftrained his wrath,and did not fuffer it to 
Involve us in common ruin? O-how infinitely indebted 
arewe to the mercy of a'goedGod ?—How fhould we 
‘call upon our Souls, and.all that is within us to blefs 
his holy name |—O let us never be unmindful of this 
‘marvellous mercy of God, to which alone it is owing 
awe were not:confumed. How -fhouldSinners, fuch in 
fpecial who are confcious to themfelves that they are 
heinoufly fo, acknowledge and adore this rich pa- 
tience of God towards them, which has lengthened out 


their lives, and their fpace for repentance ? Had the 


earth, in its late agitation, inftantaneoufly {wallowed 
-you up in fome wide chafin, or put an end to your lives 
by the crufh of your falling houfes, where had you 
been now ? Whither would your Souls have gone ? 
© moft important enquiry !—Oh be thankful toa - 
good God, that you are yet alive, and yet within the 
‘reach of mercy! And be inftant in your care to make 
-your peace with him, thro’ Jefus Chrift, and to get 
-into a flate of fafety, with refpeé to another world ; 
and it will now. be well with you, fhould God ever fo 
‘fiddenly, or awfully, call you hence to be here no 


-.More.—But I muft now go onto the other obferva- 


tion, hamely,. Tite 16 9 ! cone 
JI. That when God maketh the earth to fhake and 
tremble, tis ordinarily in teftimony of his anger, 1 
fay ordinarily, becaufe the anger of God has not a/- 
ways been the more special reafon of his caufing an 
earthquake, a ea ia defigned this to an- 
Sy : B 2 er 
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12 God fhaketh the Earth 
{wer other ends befides teftifying his difpleafure. 

Sometimes he may have had it in view todeclare his 
own infinite greatne/s and majeffy. ‘This feems to 
have been the more /pecial reafon of his making the 
earth terribly to fhake,when he publifh’d the law from 
the top of Szaz. It was not becaufe he was now an- - 
ory with the Fewi/h nation ; for he was /hewing his 
word unto Jacob, and his fiatutes and bis judgments un- 
to Ifrael ; and dealing with them, in a way of favour, 
beyond what he had ever before done to any other 

eople. But it became the divine being to appear 

with the enfigns of maje/?y ; and it was, that he might 
glorioufly difplay his greatne/s and power, that he 
made the mount to quake fo terribly, when he came 
down upon it. 

Sometimes his more zm:mediate intention has been the 
Salvation and deliverance of his people, and to give 
proof of his fignal prefence with them to protec, de- 
fend,and blefs them. So, when J/rael went forth out 
ef Egypt, the Lord appeared marvelloufly for them, 
and their deliverance was very much owing to the 
dreadful earthquake, which fwallow’d up Pharoah and 
his Joft. For that their deftruétion was bro’t about by 
an earthquake is very plain from thofe words, in Exod, 
15.12, Lhou firetchedft out thy right hand,and the earth 
fwallowed them. 'Tis true,there might bea double inten- 
_ tionin the production of this earthquake. Ifit was defign- 


edas a teftimony of God’s anger againft theigyptians, 


and fent in judgment to deftroy them ; it was intended 
alfo, and this primarily, for the falvation of L/rael : 
So, when this fame people had entered into Canaan, 
it was by earthquakes that God fometimes difplay’d 
his power in favour of them, to defend and protett 
them. In allufion to this is that acknowledgment to 
the fupreme majefty, Fudg. 5. 4.5. Lord, when thou 
wentefe out af shit, when thou marchedft out of the 


field 
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field of Edom, the earth trembled, the mount melted be- 
fore the Lord. It was probably by an earthquake, that 
God threw down the walls .of Fericho, and delivered 
that city into the hands of the J/raelites ; the {tory of 
which we have at large in the 6th Chapter of Fo/hua, 
And the earthquake which fhook open the door of the 
| prifon, were Paul and Silas were confined, was de- 
fign’d in mercy to thofe Servants of the mof? high God ; 
to vindicate their charaGter,and make way for their re- 
_leafe,andthe furtherance of the Gofpel thereby. In all 
thefe earthquakes, there might be an exhibition of the 
divine anger againft the enemies of religion ; but ftill 
the principal intention feemsto have been to give proof 
of the prefence of God with his fervants to make way 
‘for their falvation. 

In fine, fometimes God has tho’t fit to accompany 
an extraordinary out-pouring of his fpirit with the 
fhock of an earthquake, So, when theApoftles were 
united in folemn prayer, there was the noife as of a 
mighty rufaing wind, which fhook the place where they 
were affembled together : Wpon which it follows, A&s 
4. 31. they were all filled with the holy Ghoft. 

But thefe things notwithf{tanding, earthquakes more 
commonly are fent in judgment, and becaufe God is 
angry. ‘This is very plainly intimated in my text ; 
and there are numerous other feriptures which fpeak 
to the fame purpofe. P/alm xvi.7. The earth fhook 
and trembled; the foundations alfo of the hills moved, 
and were foaken, becaufe he was wroth. Ezek. xxxviii. 
19, 20, compared with Nahum i. 5,6. Lhe mountains 
quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burnt 

at his prefence ; yea, the world, and all that dwell 
therein. Who can ftand before his indignation ? And 

who can abide in the fiercene/s of his wrath? His 

yfury ts poured out like fire; and the rocks are thrown 

down by him : rt Ot: G8) 
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But had the {cripture been filent upon this head, 
we might eafily have known, that earthquakes are a 
token of the divine anger. ‘hey are, in their opera- 
tion, the moft fearful events, and carry with them 
the moft lively fignatures of di/pleafure. How can 
we do any other than conclude, that the majefty of 
heaven is angry, when we behold him throwing the 
earth into fuch a ftate, as that it {truggles and heayes, 
as though all over convulfed ? This indeed is the 
{entiment of all hearts, at fuch an awful time. . Who 
is there that is not filled with concern, from an ap- 
prehenfion of the great God as angry ? How do our 
fins now fly in our faces? How confcious are we of 
guilt? How diftreft left God fhould be about to ex- 
ecute upon us the fiercenefs of his wrath ? There is 
dcarce a finner fo profligate and abandoned, but fear- 
fulnefs now takes hold of him ; and however thought- 
defs he was before of God, he now realifes his being 
and providence, has awakened in him a fenfe of his 
obligations to him, and cant help trembling at the 
thought that he is angry, and may now be about 
to take vengeance on him. a sk 

Tis true, when the fhaking of the earth is com- 
paratively light, and attended with no bad effed&s, 
men may not look upon it, at leaft not confider it, 
as an evidence of God’s difpleafure ; but its agirati- 
ons are fometimes fo violent, and the effeéts follow- 
ing thereupon fo difmal, as to convince all, even the 
mioft obdurate, that God is, and that he is difpleafed ; 
yea, filled with indignation.” Bleffed be God, we, in 
this land, have not as yet been vifited with earth- 
‘quakes that have done any more than folemnly war- 
ned.us ; though they have often been fent upon other 
places, not only to the filling men’s minds with horri- 
‘ble. confternation, not only.to the throwing down here 
and there a houfe, and taking away. here. scalar 
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life ; but to'the ingulfing large cities, and numerous 
villages, in one common defolation. The rocks have 
been rent, the hills moved, the mountains overturned, 
and the earth fo epened as to take down her inhabie 
tants by hundreds and thoufands. No lefS than an 
hundred thoufand fouls have been deftroyed, in a 
few moments, by one dreadful earthquake. “And can 
this be, and God at the fame time not touched with 
anger? Wherein could the holy righteous God more 
awfully make it evident, that he is difpleafed ? War, 
famines, peftilences are {poken of in {cripture as the 
great judgments of God; but they are neither of them 
to be compared with earthquakes. "Thefe, of all 
God’s judicial difpenfations, are the moft terrible ; 
and the fureft indication of his righteous anger. 

But you will afk, it may be, whatis the reafon of 
this anger of God ? From whence is it excited ? Why 
is it ftirred up? eked Tastee teat 

To this] would fay, when the prophet Hadakivk 
faw the tents of Cu/han in’ affiGion, and the land of 
Midian in a ftate of trembling, he at.once concluded, 
that God was engry; but, at the fame time, was far 
from imagining, that it was at the inanimate earth. 
Says he, chapter iti. ver. 8. Was the Lord difpleafed 
againft the rivers? Was thine anger againft the ri- 
vers? Was thy wrath againft the fea? Far be it 
from the all-wife Godto be angry at the rivers, or. 
earth, or fea! He is capable of anger, in the figura- 
tive fenfe itis applied to him, with maz only én this 
earth, and with nothing’ in man but’ fit. Sin. is the 
ground, and the ‘only moral ground, of the anger of 
God, that anger ‘of his, which caufeth the earth to: 


Shake and tremble. Tis this that tranfgreffech his 





Jaw,” oppofes his will, affronts his’ fovereignty, re«. 
fleas contempt upon his government, atid ‘brings con»: 
tuhton into the moral world: ’Tis this. wait 
Siteys 3 Edna. ch by that 
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that excites his difpleafure, and to fuch a degree fomé- 
times, as that he is provoked to bring on the fhock 
of an earthquake to warn, of punifh, the finful fons 
of men. ‘To this putpofe are thofe words of the pro- 
phet, Ia. v. 24, 25. Becaufe they have caft away the 
law of the Lord of hofts, and defpifed the word of the 
holy one of Dfrael, THEREFORE 15 the anger of the 
Lord kindled againft his people, and he hath ftretched 
forth his hand againft them ;—and the yxLLs DID 
TREMBLE. bbe Di | 
But as the f{cripture takes notice of fome fins in 
Special, which have excited the anger of God, and 
been the occafion of earthquakes, either in his threat- 
nings, or the execution of them; I fhall not think it 
unfeafonable to point them out to you at this-time, 
ds particularly worthy of your moft ferious confide- 
tation. | | 

The fins included in the term, wncleanne/s, have 

fo offended God, as that he has teftified his anger a- 
gainft them by an earthquake. I mention thefe fins 
firft, becaufe they are the fins in /peczal, which occa- 
fioned the firft earthquake, we have an account of, in 
the bible’; and a very tremendous one it was. You 
all know, what the fins of Sedom and Gomorrha were ; 
and you know alfo, what fudden and terrible deftruc- 
tion was brought on them herefor. Befides the fire 
and brimftone, which God rained on them from hea- 
ven, there was a finking down of the earth, whereby 
thefe fornicators, and adulterers, and abufers of them- 
felves with mankind, were intirely fwallowed up. 
"The manner in which the {cripture defcribes the de- 
ftruction of thefe cities, with their inhabitants, feems 
to point out an earthquake, as well as an horrible tem- 
pelt of fre; for it is faid, Gen. 29. 25, The Lord 
overthrew thefe cities, and their inhabitants. Andtis - 
obfervable, the prophet Feremiah, {peaking of this 
: event, 
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event, fays, Lament. 4.6, They were overthrown as 
in a.moment ; which pertectly agrees with the opera- 
tion of an earthquake, And tis certain, that thefe cities, 
with the country round about, for many mules in breadth, 
and more in length, were not only durnz, but alfo fink 
down ; and in the place where they-ftood,there is now 
anaufeous lake, called the dead, or /alt fea: And it 
remains to this day. : 
I will not prefiime to determine, that it was for the 
fins comprehended in wncleane/s, in diftinGion from 
others, that God was provoked the laft week terribly 
to fhake the earth ; but this I will venture to fay,that 
as thefe fins are fhamefully prevalent al! over the 
land, and emphatically in this town, we might do well 
to efteem ourfelyes warned of God againtt wcleanne/s, 
in all its various branches, and call’d upon to fice thefe 
filthy lufts, left, after the manner of Sodom, we alfo 
fhould be fet forth as an example, for giving our felves 
over to fornication, and going after ftrange flefh. 
Sabbath-breaking is likewife a fin, God has threat- 
ned to teftify againit by fhaking the earth. The pro- 
phet brings in the people of L/rze/, exprefling them- 
felves in that language, .dixos 8. 5, When will the 


new moon be gone, that we may fell corn? and the fab- 


bath, that we may fet forth wheat? And then follows 
an awful denunciation from God, y. 7.8, The Lord 
bath fworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will 
not forget any of their works : shall not the land trem~ 
ble for this ? Pi | | 
__ Andtis no wonder he has been fo fevere in fignifying 
his difpleafure at the violation of his Sabbath. For 
tis one of the laws he publifh’d from Sinai, and with 
more awful pomp than he ever before, or fince, pub- 
lifhed any -of his laws. And tis a law, the due ob- 
fervation whereof has a near conneétion with the reli- 
gious obfervation of the other divine precepts. If 

men 
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men are facredly careful to fan@tify the Sabbath in 
their hearts,clofets, and families,as well as in the place 
of public worfhip, it will have an happy influence on | 
their general temper and conduct, to render them 
amiable and lovely ; Whereas, if they have upon their 
minds no ferious fenfe of Sabdath-fanctificaizon, and 
make little or no difference between Lord s-Days, and 
other days, negleéting réligion in themfelves and fami- 
lies, as well as in the fanctuary ; or attending on fab- 
bath-duties in a formal fuperficial manner, the fame 
unhallow’d f{pirit will be likely to run thro’ their whole 
behaviour in the world. And it feldom happens, but 
men are loofe and prophane in other regards, if they 
are fo with refpect to the Sadbath, “Vhis therefore of 
remembring the fabbath-day to keep it holy, is a duty 
of greater importance, than many may be ready. to 
imagine ; and the neglecting, or prophaning, the day 
by idlenefs recreation, or unnecefiary worldly employ-. 
ments, is, highly difpleafing to God : And we may the 
rather think fo, becaufe he has threatned this fin with 
fo awful a judgment. 

_ And fuffer me to remind you here, it was on the 
evening of the fabbath, about eight and twenty years 
ago, that we were furprized with the moft fearful 
earthquake that was ever before known in the coun- 
try ; it was ona fabbath-day alfo, and while in the 
place of worfhip, that we were again furprized, about 
ten years fince, with a like, tho’ more moderate, fhak- 
ing of the earth ; and the laft evening, which we e- 
fleem a part of the fabbath, we were yet again alarmed 
with an agitated earth. Ought we not to take occa- 
fion from hence to refle& upon our Sabbath-fins as 
particularly provoking toGod ? May we not learn the 
meaning of the threatning in providence by the tsmezg 
of it? Are not our tho’ts naturally pointed to the 
difhonor we have done God, by difregarding that law 
of his which binds us to fanétify the fabbathe = It 
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‘It cannot be pretended, that the /abarh is oblerved 
among us with that confcience and care, which might 
reafonably be expedted, confidering our high profefli- 
ons to regard it as aday to the Lord.—Are not many 
too ready to fay with the Jews, in the text we jult 
now mentioned, when will the fabbath be gone, that 
we may go about our worldly bufinefs ? Are not many 
as free to take their diverfions on this day, as. on any 
other ? Do not many negleét the public worfhip.on 
this day, and take as little care to cultivate religion 
in their families, or in their own fouls ? We have cer- 
tainly reafon, we efpecially of this town, to call our 
felves to account for our breaches of the holy fab- 
bath, to confider of our paft omiffions of duty, and 
conimiffions of fin, and to humble ourfelves herefor 
before God: Nor would this be a mifimprove- 
ment of the prefent difpenfation of God. 

- Pride isanother fin God has teflified his anger a- 
gainft by earthquakes. To this purpofe is that of 
the prophet, J/a. ii. 12,17, 21. For the day of the 
Lord of hofts foall be upon every one that ts proud, 
and lofty ; and upon every one that 1s lifted up : And 
he foall be brought low. And the loftinefs of man 
foal be bowed down, and the haughtinefs of man fall 
be made low ; and the Lord alone fhall be exalted in 
ithe dkhime he fall arife to foake terribly the 
earthy, | | 

And ’tis no more than might be expected, that 
God fhould thus fignify his difpleafure againft the fin 
of pride. For ’tis a fin that God has mentioned by 
name, and {poken of as an abomination to him. And 
*tis the fource of moft other fins, °Tis this that 
gives rife to that extravagance of drefs,and thofe trou- 
blefome, not to fay indecent fafhions, which the daugh- 
ters of Zion fo generally run into : ’Tis this that puts 
fo many upon exceeding their ability, as well as pro- 
te Goer i | ‘per 
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per ftation, ‘in expenfive living ; the end whereof 
muit be their reduction to poverty in a little time, if 
they don’t crow more. humble: ”T's this that leads 
men to think more highly of themfelves than 
they deferve, and to treat their neighbours with fuch 
infolence and contempt: In a word, ’tis this that dif- 
pofes men to imagine, that even God himfelf has as 
great a regard for them, as they have for themfelves, 
by which means they are difcontented and unthankful. 
We might preperly take occafion to confider wherein, 
we may have been chargeable with this vice, in any 
of its branches, that we may humble our felves there- 
for, repent, and no more, in this way, excite the anger 
of God. : : 
Unrighteoufnefs is another fin fill, which God has 
threatened with an earthquake ; however it be com- 
mitted, whether by downright oppreflion and violence, 
or the more fecret arts of fraud and knavery. Thefe 
ways of difhoneft dealing are particularly mentioned 
as the moral ground of God’s caufing the earth to 
tremble, by the prophet Amos. He {peaks, in the 
third chapter of his prophely, ver. 4. 6, ef thofe who 
fwallowed up the needy, and bought the poor for fil- 
ver: Here is cruel extortion, downright oppreflion. 
Inthe 6th ver. he fpeaks of thofe who made the e- 
phah fmall, and the foekel great ; falfifying the bal- 
lance by deceit : Here is the more {ly and artful way 
of tricking and cheating in commerce. And now 
follows the threatning, in the 8th verfe, /ball not the 
hand tremble for this ? 

“We may poflibly think it a matter of no great im- 
“portance, whether we are) honeft, or not. We may 
-efteem honefty nothing more than a pagan virtue. 
But we ought to know, that a real principle of righ- 
-teouifnefs is a chriftian grace,and of abfolute and indif- 
-penfible necefliry. | Our Sayiourvhas faid, Whatfoever 
ans | | ye 


‘may be feared, whe 
ret; “in the ways of 
. of art, is not empha 
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ye would that men fhould do to you, do ye the fame to 


them: Nor unlefs we are, in fome good meafure, 
formed to fuch a temper as this, are we worthy the. 


name of chriflians ? Righteoufhefs, in all its branches 


towards our neighbour, as well as towards God, is 
what we muft praatife ; or we thall certainly expofe 
ourielves to that anger of heaven, which may caufe 
the earth to tremble and fink under us. This may be 
efpecially worthy of our confideration,in fuch aday of 
awful rebuke as thisis; and the rather, becaufe it 
ther unrighteoufnefs, open or fe- 
violence, cr under the difguife 
tically the fin of New-England 


in general, and of this Zozwz in particular. Says the 


prophet, //e. v. 6. /ounto them that join houfe to 


houje, and field to field! He is {peaking of thofe 
who do it by unfair means, in the methods of difho- 
nelly. ‘Dhereafon of this Woe follows in the 2 sth 
verte, The hills did tremble, and their carcafes were 
tornin the midjtof the fireeis ; thatis, by the falling 
of icattered pieces of the houtes upon them. 
Moreover, “Drunkenne/s is another fin, it might be 
expected, God would vifit with an earthquake. Reel- 
ing too and fro is ‘the charatteriftic of one that is — 
drunk. .And ’tis obfervable, the prophet, when de- 
{cribing an earthquake, {peaks of it in much the fame 


language. er. xxiv. 19, 20. Lhe earth is moved ex- 


_ ceedingly, the earth fhail reel to and fro like a Drunk- 


ard, and foall be removed like.a cottage. But the man- 
ner of motion in an earthquake, the analogy between 
this judgment and drunkennefs, is not the only reafon 


_ we have to think, that this is a fin God would teftify 


again{t, Itis mentioned, by name, in {cripture, efpe- 


cially when committed in company, and. with noifie 


4g 
Sy 


vain merriment, as that whichiwillexpofe toi the woe 
ef an earthquake, J/ai. v. 11, 12 Jo unto them that 
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rifeup early in the morning, that they may follow 


firong drink ; that continue until night, tll wine en 
frame them. And the harp, and the viol ; the tabret, 
and the pipe, and wine, are in their feafts : But they 
regard not the work of the Lord ; neither confider the 
operation of his bands. ‘The threatning follows, in 
the 25th verfe, Zherefore is the anger of the Lord 
kindled againft his people, and the bills did tremble. 


An awakening confideration this to the people of | 


New-England/ among whom there are fo many, of 
whom it may with truth be faid, that they follow 
firong drink, and continue at it till they are enflamed 
by it. Tow general is the practice of drinking to 


_excefg ? What large quantities of ipirituous liquors 


are there confumed in this land, and in this town ! 
Do not many of our people {pend too much of their 
time, and too much of their fubflance, in taverns! 
Are there none of them that walk in rioting and 
drunkennefs, in addition to chambering and wanton- 
nefs ? Have we never feen drunkards reeling to and 
froin the flreets, as we have pafled along? And can 
it be thought ftrange, if God, in teftimony againft this 
enormous vice, fhould caufe the earth to reel alfo? 
And it were well for finners, in this kind, if this was 
all they might expect from a provoked God. But ’tis 
far from being fo. They are particularly marked, in 
the revelations of {cripture, as perfons that fhall be 
excluded heaven; as we read, 1 Cor. vi. 9. Drunk- 


ards fball not inherit the kingdom of God : Wor is this | 


the worft of their cafe ; for unlefs they repent in 
time, they fhall have their part,as it is declared, 
Kev, xxi. 8, inthe lake that burneth with fire and 
brimftone. 

In fine, Enmity to Chrift, and ill treatment of him, 
has been teftified againft by an earthquake, "The next 
thing recorded after the death of our Saviour, ‘which 
was 
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was bro’t about by the hatred and malice of the Jews 

avain{t his perfon, and religion, is that, Matt. 27. 51, 

Z he earth did quake, and the rocks rent. It might be 

to do honour to Chrift, as the Son of God and Saviour 
of men, that the earth groaned, and trembled, when 
he gave up the ghoft; but his defign alfo, in this event, 
at this particular time, no doubt, was, to fignifyhis high 
difpleafure at the Jews, who, by wicked hands, had 
crucified and flew the Lerd of glory. And if we 
juftify their condué by our hatred of him ; if we neg- 
le& his great falvation; if we refufe him who has 
fpoken to us from heaven; if we reject his perfon and 
counfel ; and if, by obftinately continuing in thofe 
fins for the expiation of which he died, we virtually 
erucify him sheth, and put him to epen fhame :— 
fhall not we alfo be juftly liable to the refentments of 
God ? and would it be any wonder, if he fhould tefti- 
fy his anger, by, vifiting us with the fhocks of an earth- 
quake ? While we refufe to have this man to reign 
over us, and exprefs our difregard to him by our un~ 
belief and difobedicnce, we are in danger not only 
of judgments in this world, but of the dam- 
nation of hell. O that we had upon our minds a 
due fenfe of this! And that we might herefrom be 
awakened to a fpeedy flight to Chrift, in the Gofpel 
way ! We fhall then be fafe from evil here, and fecure 
from the divine wrath hereafter. : 
"Enough, I believe, has now been faid to fatisfy us, 
that the anger of God in that which excites him to 
fend earthquakes ; as alfo to point out thofe fins whieh 
may eminently be the ground of his difpleafure, tefti- 
fied by thefe judicial difpenfations. , 


And now, from what has been difcourfed, may we 


town and land ? When he fhaketh the earth,tis becaufe. 
he is angry : And why 1s he angry ? Surely,not at bs 
wa earth 


not juftly fear, thatGod ts angry with his people in this 
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earth whichtrembles : no ; but at the /izsof the people 


whodwell on it. And as weare a finfuland degenerate © 


people, we have all the reafon in the world to con- 
clude, tis becaufe God is angry with us for our fins, 
that he has thus arofe to fhake terribly the earth under 
us, and our honfes over us: Nor need we be at any 
lofs to know what the fins are, that have excited his 
difpleafure, and the manifeftations of it, in this way, 
acainft us. ‘The fins of Sodom are to be found, even 
in this land of Gofpel-light and advantages—We are 
as weary of the Lord’s /abdaths, and as remifs and neg- 
ligent in our attendance on the duties proper to them, 
as were the Jews of old.— We are become fhamefully 
defective in the government, infirudtion and religion 
of our houfholds. Our children and fervants are 
many of them vile, and we reflrain them not. God, 
the founder of our families, is not fo generally ac- 
knowledged in them, as might reafonably be expected, 
confidering the example of our fathers. "Vhere are 
many houfes, it may be feared, efpecially in this 
town, in which the worfhip of God is not upheld ; 
in which, perhaps, {carce ever a prayer was put up to 
almighty God.—And what fins are there that are not 
committed in the land ? We have rifen up, in our fa- 
ther’s ftead, a generation that know not the Lord, that 
have done evil exceedingly in his fight. We are in- 
deed, to an high degree of guilt, addi&ted to profane- 
ne{s, worldlinefs, difhonefty, pride, extravagance, luxu- 
ry, intemperance, and all other immoralities, which 
ought not to be fo much as named among chriftians — 
And fhall notGod vifit us for thefe iniquities ? It can’t 


be, but he fhould be angry with us. We may depend, 


our earth was terribly fhook, becaufe he was wroth. 


We were, in the moral fenfe, ripe for this awful judg- 


ment: And tis a wonder of mercy, the force which 
caufed the late trembling of our houfes, was not heigh- 


‘ten’d 





hot 
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ten’d in its degree, fo as to bury us in their ruins. “This 
had certainly been the cafe, had God dealt with us ac- 
cording to our deferts. Blefled,forever blefled, be his 
name, that in wrath he remembred mercy. It was 
owing to this, and to this only, that we were not involved, 
as other places have often been, in fudden and gene- 
ral deftruction. | : 
What therefore remains, but that we immediately 
ndeavour,by repentance, to remove away the ground 
of God’s difpleafure, That is the voice of the /haking 
we have heard and felt, Repent, and turi from your 
tranfereffions, that fo iniquity may not be your ruin. 
And this is the voice alfo of the other threatning afpects 
of divine providence at this day. ‘To day therefore, 
while it is called. to day, let us hear God’s voice, and 
not hearden our hearts, nor fuffer them to be hardened. 
thro’ the deceitfulnefs of fin... The call is univerfal - 
It extends to Churches to Courts, to Colleges, toSchools, 
to Families,to the whole land ; and to all orders, ages, 
and conditions of perfons in it; to 4igh and low, rich 
and poor, old and young ; to all without exception, or 
difcrimination ; And it were to be wifhed, that we 


“would all, in our refpedtive places, pay a due regard 


to it; that the reformation may be general, It would 
be well, fhould we each one {mite upon his own brealt, 
‘and fay, What have £ done ? How far am I charge- 
‘able with. the public guilt : And wherein we may; 
upon ferious enquiry, be confcious of having tranf- 
grefled again{t the Lord, we fhould immediately ‘re- 
pent,and amend our doings which have not been right, 
‘and make it our care, for the time to come, to obey 
all God’s precepts, whether they relate to our duty, 
to. our Maker, our felves, or one another. Nothing 
fhort Of. a) general thorough change of our manners 
fhould fatisfy us ; for nothing fhort, of this will af- 
ford us juft ground of hope for ‘a change in the dif- 


penfations of God, cee ae Are 
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_ Are any of you, my friends, walking in the way 
of your own hearts, and in the fight of your -eyes, 
thoughtlefs of God, and of the great concerns of re- 
ligion ; let me befeech you, as you love your lives, as 
you love your fouls, inflantly to come toa ftop in 
your career in fin. How dare you provoke that glo- 
rious powerful being, qwho removeth the mountains in 
his anger, and maketh the pillars of the earth to trem- 
Vie : ble / How amazing is your boldnefs! How ftupid 

. your folly | Haft thou an arm like God ? Canft thou 

refift that power, which fhaketh the foundations of the 
| due earth ¢. Canft thou bear that indignation, which over- 

turneth the mountains, and fets univerfal nature a 
trembling ? Canft thou efcape that prefence, which 
dwellsin the moft fecret caverns of the earth, and 
commands all the materials of deftru€tion that are 
lodged there ? Oh! who can ftand before this migh- 
ty Lord God? Behold! he fetteth upon the circle of 
the earth, and none can fray his hand! He maketh the 
earth to fhake and tremble, and moveth the foundati- 

ous of the hills, becaufe he is wroth And will you 4 
be fearlefs of fo great and dreadful a God, in com- 
parifon with whom the twhabitants of the world are as 
grafboppers 3 yea, nothing, and lefs than nothing f 

Will you rife up in rebellion againft his fovereign au- 
thority, defying his power, and daring his vengeance ? 

Oh ! be advifed to agree quickly with this almighty 
adverfary, Be inceflant in your prayers, and endea- 
yours, in the ufe of all appointed means, that you may 
‘be humbled, reformed, and thoroughly converted, 
And give yourfelves no eafe, till you have had that 
moral change accomplifhed in you, which will make 
you the friends of God, and fecure your fafety, tha” 

+e the earth fhould be removed, and the mountains be car- + 

# ried into the midft of the feas— acy 
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Were none of you,the other morning,in anxiety and 
concern of mind, from an apprezenfion of God as 
angry with you? When you Felt the earth fo ewfully 
fhaking under you, and your houfes over you, threat- 
ning* you with immediate deftructon, did you not 
perceive alfo the agitations of an accufing con{cience ? 
Were none of your fins then brought to your remem: 
brance ? Did none of them fly in your faces? Had 
you in your hearts no fear'of the Almighty? 1 can- 
not fuppofe, but you were moft of you (rack with an - 
awful dread of the power and majefty of God; and 
I can’t but hope, that fome of you tho’t within your 
{elves, that, if God fhould fpare you, and give you 
opportunity therefor, you would, without delay, fet 
about the neceflary work of repentance, and ferving 
him, . Leannot but hope, that one and another of you 
came into fome fuch pious refolution as that, wherein 
T have done iniquity, I will do na. Babee Lt as BOW 
{peak the inward fenfe and feeling of any of your 
minds, in that awful hour, as 1 truft Ido; think it 
riot unfeafonable, if I urge upon you a care to che- 
rifh fuch good impreflions as thefe,and to guard againft 
every thing that may have a tendency to erafe them 
out of your minds : Otherwife your goodnefs will de 
as the morning cloud, and the early dew, which foon 
pafs away. "This was too much the cafe about eight 
and twenty years 420, when God arofe, and fhook 
the earth more terribly than had been known in the 
land before. ‘The fears of multitudes were then a- 
larmed ; they called on God; made fair promifes of 
_a reformation ; and, for a while, were externally very 
{erious and devout : But they foon loft the imprefli-. 
ons of piety, forgot their good refolutions, and retur- 
ned to their former folly. . Some; | would hope,were 
thoroughly humbled, and turned from their fins tO 
God: But, for the generality, their goodnels was no- 

| Da io thing 
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thing more than a tranfient bufinefs. As the earth 
orew quiet, their fears went off, and, together with 
them, all their concern about the one thing needful. 
And mutt it not be faid of fome, notwith{tanding the 
horrible anguith they were then in, that they after- 
wards turned out abandoned fiuuners! The latter end 
was much worfe with them than the beginning, Let 
me therefore befeech you in the bowels of Chrift 
Jefus, and in his name, to make a wife and good im- 
provement of the warning God is now giving you, 
and the fear and concern you may herefrom have ex- 
cited in you. Cultivate the ferious fenfe you have of 
God and religion on your minds,—Be earneft in your 
prayers to the throne of grace, for thofe affiftances 
you will need.—Take care you don’t grieve the good 
{pirit of God.—With the “Failor, who was made to 
tremble by the earthquake, which fhook the prifon he 
had the charge of, enguire with a becoming follicitude 
of foul, What fhall f do to be faved? And do not 
reft fatisfied, until you have been enabled, under the 
influence of the divine {pirit, to believe in the Lord 
Fefus Chrift : And, to your faith, add all other chri- 


ftian graces, and live in the daily exercife of them ; 
and you need not then be afraid, let what will come : - 


For you are prepared for all events, whether of time, 
or eternity. 

‘Though I fhould be thought tedious, I thall, upon 
this occafion, addref$ a few words to thofe, who have 
made God their fear, and are walking in the way of 
his commandments, Some fach, we would hope, 
there are among us. The good Lord increafe their 


Number! To you I would fay, your flate is happy : 


"The fupreme regent of nature, through Jefus Chrift, 
is your friend. His perfeions are all engaged on 
your behalf. When you hear the noife, and feel the 
Shock of an earthquake, you have no reafon to be 

) | difmayed. 
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difmayed, ‘Let not your hearts be troubled ; you be- 
lieve in God, you believe in Fefus Chrit. You ought 
indeed tobe poflefled of an holy awe and reverence 
of the power and majefty of God: But you ought 
not to have upon your minds a flavifh fear and dread. 
Tt is below your charaéter, and hope ; and will argue 
a low degreé of faith; at leaft, that you have not 
faith in exercifé. Your chief concern fhould be, to 
take oceafion, from fuch an éxtraordinary providence, 
to be upon your watch ; to give all diligence to get, 
and keep yourfelves, in a ftate of adtual readinefs for 
the coming of your Lord. Bleed is that fervant, 
whom bis Lord, when he cometh, fhall find fo doing. 

I conclude with faying, the fhaking of the earth 1s 
a lively emblem, and will be one of the amazing 
fore-runners, of that awful day of God, m which the 
heavens fhall pafs away witha great noife, and the ele- 
ments melt with fervent heat, the earth alfo, and the 
works that are therein, be burnt up. And fince thrs 
day of God will come, and is haftening upos us,what 


manner of perfons ought we to be in all holy conver- - 


{ation and godlinefs! Wherefore, beloved, feeing that 
ye look for fuch things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without {pot and blamelefs. 


A MOEN 





Sige. 
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Giving a fummary Account of the late 
EARTHQUAKE. 


“w, N the morning, November 18th, about 15 minutes after 
4, the air calm and the heavens bright, came on the 
FY moft farprizing fhock of an earthquake that was ever 
felt, fo far as we know, in this part of the world. I 
did not my {elf perceive any noife diftin& from that 
which was occafion’d by the crackling of the houfe where fT 
was, and the difturbance of the movyeables in it; but many 
others, and, among thefe, fuch as were awake, and had rifen 
from their beds to profecute their bufinefs, fay, that it was 
both preceded, and accompanied, with a confiderable noife, 
like that of diftant thunder, or a fudden hard guft of ruthing 
wind, The hock was gradual, increafing in its ftrength for about 
a minute, It then very fenfibly abated, giving us room to hope 
it was going off; when, on a fudden, it returned with greater 
violence than before, fo as that our houfes heaved, and rocked, as 
if they would have fallen to pieces. It continued at this height 
not above half a minute, gradually decreafing till we had no more 
any perception of it. | 

There are various opinions concerning the precife time of its 
continuance. Some fay, it lafted 4, or 5, or 6 minutes. Others 
think it was over in one. Thofe, as I imagine, come neareil to 
the truth, who fix it at about 3 minutes. 

The effec?s were very confiderable. Not to mention the fear- | 
fal clattering that was made by our doors, windows, and walls ; 
nor the damage we received by the breaking of our brittle ware, 
and the bruifing of our pewter, which was thrown from the fhelves : 
I fay, pafling over thefe {maller articles, many chimnies, it is tho’t 
feveral {cores, were broken off near the top of our houfes, and 
thrown down. A lefs number,it may be 20,were cracked thro’, all 
round, a few feet from the top ; and fome of them ftrangely diflocat- 


ed,and turned from their former pofition. Perhaps,a 1000 OF 1500 
| chimes 
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chimnies have been more lightly damaged in various degrees. The 
roofs of fome houfes, and the gable ends of a few others as far as 
the caves, were broken in, either by the violence with which they 
were fhook, or by the falling of the chimnies on them. It is faid, 
that many clocks and watches were ftop’d, by the fudden and 
great agitation that was give’ them ; tho’ this was not the cafe 
with mine. And fome wells have not fince yielded any water, 
the fprings that fed them having been, in one way or another, 
ftopped. One more effe& worthy of notice, a gentleman has thus 
publithed from his perfonal view of it, “ A diftiller’s ciftern, 
made of plank, almoft new, and very {trongly put together, 
was burft to pieces by the agitation of the liquor in it ; which 
was thrown out with fuch force as to break down one whole fide 
of the fhed that defended the ciftern from the water, as alfo to 
fave off a board or two from a fence, at the diftance of 8 or 10 
feet from it.” 
Thefe are the principal effets of this great Earthquake in this 
town, We now know, that it was of very large extent ; reach- 
ing froma/co- Bay northealtward toPhiladelphia fouthweftward, a 
line,on the fea-coalt,of more than 500 miles : And it was felt alfo 
within land a great way. We have not had accounts a8 yet from 
the moft diftant Engli/h fettlements ; but doubtlefs they had all 
avery ftrong perception of it. It docs not appear to have 
been equally violent in all places throughout this extent ; tho’ it 
was more fo than was ever known before. From Cafco-Bay, on 


. the northeaft, it is faid, ‘* the fhock was much as we had it in 


‘this town.” From Philadelphia on the fouthweft,they write, ‘¢ On 
Tuefday morning, Nov. 18th, we had a {mart fhock of an earth- 
quake, which lated about two minutes.” And in all the interme- 
diate places it arofe to a furprizing height. 

The effess, in many of our towns, were as confiderable as in 
this, if not more fo. In Pembroke, befides the breaking down of 
a number of chimnies, there were 4 or 5 chafms, or openings, 
made in the earth, from whence both water and fand were thrown 
out, In Scituate, near the large dwelling-houfe of Mr. Bailey, 

_ there was 7 openings of the ground, which ftill remain percepti- 
ble ; one of them within 20 yards of the houfe, and the whole 7 
within a few rods of it. From thefe have iffued large quantities 
of water, and (at the loweft computation) ro cart loads of .a 
{trange fort of earth, as fine as flower, and of a whitcith com- 
plecion. The houfe itfelf was moft awfully fhook ; the chimney 
levelled with the roof ; moft of the ceiling fra@tured into {mall 
parts, and in many places feparated from the fides of the rooms 5 


a new cafe of drawers thrown down, and tho’t ta be irreparably 


fhatter’d, 
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fhatter’d : Befides which, 70 fquare feet of a firm cellar wall 


was burft from its former pofition, and another confiderable part of 
¥ ox al 2 7 o . x. Soa mares eM AS | é 
it thrown to the ground. At Newington, in Neaw-Hapapfpire, 
there was an eruption, near the houfe for publick worlhip, 6a rods 
¥ “4 : Haid BP iy fet 
long, and 2 feet wide ; the moft hideous chafm we have yet heard 
of. In one place and another, the old {prings were shut o yy arid 
2 « fs ¢ ey, he? \ ; 
new ones opened ; and in all places the flone ferices were,, m1ore 
or lefs, fhaken down.’ . The damage, in this artic only, 1siet, 
moderately computing, at about fifty thoufand potnas, in the:tom- 
mon way we reckon money. 9, Sy aS a 
The agitation occafioned by this earthquake was not confin'< to 
the dty-land.’ ‘The veffels in the harbour of this town,and 1 fap- 


pofe in other harbours alfo, were made fearfully to quiver sand.” So 


fhake ; and_ it feemed to thofe, who were in them, as tho’ they 
were a-ground, and beating upon fmall ballaft. Some that were 
in the bay, coming in from fea, tho't they had unhappily ftrack 
upon the rocks or fands. A gentleman, who came paflenger ina 
veflel from Cadiz, fays, that, 70 leagues to the ealt of Gape-inn, 
they were fuddenly furprifed, about the time the earthquake came 
on here, fuppofing they had run foul of a wreck, of got upon a 
bar, till,on throwing over thelead, they found they had more thaa 
50 fathora, water. As the morning light came on, they faw 3 large 
‘whales on the top of the water, and by their’ continuing perfectly 


Atill, they was ready to thi k, they were dead ; tho’ they-could 


° 


“not reduce this toa certainty, having no bullets to fire at them. $j} 
‘They faw alfo great numbers of other fifhes,both grear aud. fall ; y 


frightened, as it was tho’t, from the bottom. 


In about an hour and 20 minutes after this great fhock, we had » 


another ; which, tho’ ‘comparatively {mall, was yet felt by mott 
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that were up. And on the 224 of this fame month, at 4o.mmutes | 


after 8,in the evening,we were alarmed with.another full ; which, 


. tho’ not to be compared. with the firft,. was very affecting to moft ‘ 


people. Thefe are all the fhocks we have had in this town 3 tho’ 


" el{ewhere they have been more. numerous, In, fome places they 


yi 


‘have felt 5 or 6 3 in others 10 or 11 3 & in others Millar leaft ee | 


May we_all fing aright ‘both of mercy and judgment | And while ae 


eagaerd 


_awe fear before that Cod, who. maketh. the’ earth to fhake’ andy 
“¢remble, let us Jove him alfa for his goodnefs : And may the y7chas LR. 


_of it, as they have been difplayed towards us in ourlate deliverance 
“from fadden and geperal deftruétion, lead us to repentance. _ 


-o  Baften, December. 3, 1755s cgceet 
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